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partial doubt, into odium with firmer be-
lievers. The class who would reckon it an
insult to be suspected of believing it, and of not
rejecting its first portion as a mere Jewish
legend, are still, so far as recent tests are a
guide, a very small minority both among edu-
cated and uneducated men.

The assumption, then, in point of fact, is
wholly untrue; but the argument based on
this fiction is still more worthless. A time
may come, though far from being now arrived,
when nine-tenths of educated men in Christen-
dom may wholly renounce their faith in God,
in Christ, in the Bible, and, along with these,
in the doctrine of Creation. They may pos-
sibly come to receive, as their new and nobler
creed, the vast self-developing power of polypes
and star-fishes, and the larvse of old Asci-
dians. They may hold that some of these,
more prosperous than the rest in satisfying
unknown "conditions of existence," have
raised themselves, by the infinite repetition of
infinitesimal efforts, more and more above their
fellows; until, as " collective humanity," they
form M. Comtek new and improved ef Supreme
Being," and occupy boldly the vacant thjone
of the Most High. The truth of the unbe-
lieving theory, on Positive principles, may